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AIMS IN TEACHING GEOGRAPHY 
AS LAID h W N  BY THE IXDI.2N4POLIS COURSE OF STUDY 

HE aims of teaching geography, are  in general, three: T 1. To give the child a definite knowledge of the location 
and character of certain important places or  regions on the sur- 
face of the earth--information which every intelligent person 
should have at  his conimand. For example, the child should be 
taught the location of California, its chief city, its climate, and 
two or three of its main products. 

2. To lead the child to see that the earth is adapted to man’s 
habitation and, therefore, fitted by a wise Creator to be nian’s 
home. For example, three great needs of civilized man every- 
where are food, shelter, and clothing; wanting these, he can not 
live. These necessities are provided in the northeastern section 
of the United States, partly by the products of New England soil 
and party by bringing from the West and South other necessary 
articles, as flour and cotton. In Cuba the matter of shelter is not 
so important as  in Indiana; on the other hand, the Desert of 
Sahara is not fitted for man’s habitation; and large as it is, this 
portion of the earth’s surface is not required for his use. In 
spite of the great population of the world, there are productive 
regions enough to supply all the wants of man. 

3. To show the interdependence of man. For example, 
New England depends upon the West for part of its food, and 
the West upon the East for numerous nianufactured articles. 
Every breakfast table contains the contributions of various coun- 
tries and peoples. A short wheat harvest in one section of the 
world means dearer bread everywhere. 

To attain the foregoing objects, it is necessary to cultivate 
the child’s powers of observation, reason, and imagination. The 
observation is trained by noticing, from season to season, the 
changing position of the sun; by classifying and naniing the trees 
in the child’s own neighborhood; by teaching the reading of 
maps. The reason is trained by inferring that snow is a form of 
vapor; by noting how the fertility of Egypt is dependent upon 
the rains of equatorial Africa; by discovering the four conditions 
favoring the building of steamships on the Clyde; by explaining 
the cause of the deficiency in rainfall in certfiin parts of the 
United States. The imagination is trained by the effort to make 
mental pictures of the mountains and rivers of other countries, 
of the scenery, climate, flora and fauna, races of men and their 
institutions, manners, customs, and occupations. The basis for 
these images is the child’s observation of the hills and streams 
near his home. By the aid of pictures and descriptions, the 
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child is helped to imagine the dense yegetation of the Amazon 
Valley, and the great wheat fields of Dakota. 

Geography, then, is not only a description of the earth's 
surface, but a study of the people who inhabit it, and their life 
as  affected by physical environment. This study should possess 
a human interest, showing the earth as  the home of mankind 
and its adaptation to man's activities. 

INDIANAPOLIS PLAN FOR THE STUDY OF AFRICA 
(Grade 6B) 

Problem : Considering .the proximity of Africa to Europe, 
why have therc been so few settlements and explorations until 
recently? 

I. Conditions causing delayed development. 

with its delayed development? 
A. What have the location and climate of Africa to (10 

1. Latitude. Chiefly in torrid zone. 
2. Climate. Unhealthful. 

a. Excessive heat and scarcity of rain causing de- 
serts. 

b. Excessive heat and overabundance of rain rc- 
sulting in tropical jungles, plants and ani- 
mals. 

c. Coastlands also malarial. 
B. What has the surface to do with the delayed develop- 

1. Almost a continuous rim of mountains near coast. 
Name the important ranges. Study the Atlas nioun- 
tains. 

2. Interior. Plateaus and deserts. Make a careful 
study of the two important deserts. 

3. Coastal plains. Short. Natural resources. 

ment? 

C. What has the  coast line to do with the delayed develop- 
ment? Regular coast line and few harbors. 

D. What has the drainage to do with the delayed develop- 
ment? Well supplied with rivers. Insurmountable falls 
and rapids, especially near mouth of rivers. Study thc 
chief lakes and the five most important river systems. 

E. What had the charcrcter of the early inhabitants to do 
with the delayed development? 
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